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**RESOLUTION **

A RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING A 12-MONTH TEMPORARY MORATORIUM ON
DATA PROCESSING SITES AND DATA PROCESSING CENTERS IN BENSON COUNTY,
NORTH DAKOTA**

WHEREAS, the Board of County Commissioners of Benson
County, North Dakota (“the County”) is authorized under
N.D.C.C. Chapter 11-33 to regulate and restrict the use of
land for the purpose of promoting the public health, safety,
morals, and general welfare; and

WHEREAS, the County is further empowered under
N.D.C.C. § 11-11-14 to adopt ordinances, resolutions, and
orders necessary for the protection of the public health,
safety, and welfare; and

WHEREAS, the County has not received inquiries’ nor,
proposals, but anticipates applications for data processing
sites and data processing centers, including but not limited
to large-scale computing facilities, server farms,
cloud-computing installations, and similar high-intensity
digital infrastructure may become a reality; and

WHEREAS, the County presently lacks adequate,
comprehensive, and up-to-date land-use regulations

~ governing such uses, including standards related to siting,

electrical load demands, water usage, noise, heat generation,
emergency response, cybersecurity considerations, and
compatibility with surrounding land uses; and

WHEREAS, allowing such development to proceed before
appropriate regulations are adopted may pose risks to



public safety, infrastructure capacity, environmental quality,
and orderly land-use planning; and

WHEREAS, a temporary pause on accepting, processing, or
approving applications related to data processing sites and
data processing centers is necessary to allow the County
sufficient time to study the impacts of such uses, gather
public input, and develop appropriate ordinances and
standards; and

WHEREAS, the Board finds that a temporary moratorium
is a reasonable and necessary exercise of its zoning and
police powers, is narrowly tailored, and is in the best interest
of the public health, safety, and welfare of the residents of
Benson County.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by
the Board of County Commissioners of
Benson County, North Dakota, that:

1. Moratorium Established.

A temporary moratorium is hereby imposed on the acceptance, processing, review, or approval
of any application, permit, zoning request, or development proposal related to data processing
sites and data processing centers, including but not limited to:

Conditional use permits

Zoning amendments

Building permits

Site plans

Variances

Any other land-use or development approvals

2. Duration.

This moratorium shall remain in effect for twelve (12) months from the date of adoption of this
Resolution, unless extended, modified, or terminated earlier by action of the Board.



3. Scope.

This moratorium applies to all lands within the jurisdiction of Benson County, including
unincorporated areas and any areas subject to County zoning authority.

4. Existing Applications.

Applications submitted after the effective date of this Resolution shall not be accepted or
processed.

S. Direction to Staff.

County staff, the Planning & Zoning Board, and legal counsel are directed to:
Conduct research on regulatory best practices for data processing centers;
Draft proposed amendments to the County Zoning Ordinance;

e Hold public meetings and hearings as required by law;
e Present recommended regulations to the Board for consideration.

6. Severability.

If any portion of this Resolution is found invalid, the remaining provisions shall continue in full
force and effect.

7. Effective Date.

This Resolution is effective immediately upon adoption.
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